Number of inflammatory cells in the normal conjunctiva.
We counted inflammatory cells per cubic millimeter in both the epithelium and the substantia propria of samples from upper tarsal conjunctiva of 15 normal subjects and from lower forniceal conjunctiva of ten normal subjects. The upper limit of normal for number of cells was nearly 500,000/mm3. Lymphocytes accounted for about 70% of the inflammatory cells. Neutrophils and lymphocytes were almost always present in both the epithelium and the substantia propria. Plasma cells and mast cells were present in the substantia propria of all subjects, but never in the epithelium. Neither eosinophils nor basophils were found in any specimen. We concluded that conjunctiva of the white and quiet eye usually contains heavy infiltrates of inflammatory cells.